
Climate Activities in 

Jefferson County
“Going GREEN for 3-17-16”



• PT Marine Science Center - Betsy Carlson  

• Green Sanctuary Committee - QUUF (Kees Kolff)

• Jefferson Land Trust – Caroline Robertson

• Jefferson County Food System Council – Judy Alexander

• Jeff CO MRC and WSU Extension Water Programs – Cheryl Lowe

• PT/Jeff Co Climate Action Committee (Deb Stinson)

• Students For Sustainability (TBD)

• L2020:

·      climate - Cindy Jayne

·      citizens for local food – Sidonie Wilson

·      beyond waste – Lisa Crosby

·      energy action group – Larry Dennison

·      resiliency of heart – Polly Thurston

• North Olympic Peninsula Resource Conservation and Development (Cindy Jayne 

representing)

• Recyclery- Kees Kolff

• Peace and Social Concerns Working Group - Port Townsend Friends Meeting – Tom Butts

Welcome Presenters!
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PT/Jeff Co Climate Action Committee



High School Heroes
How Students Were Key to Success 

in Recycling and Sustainability Programs

Presented by 

Students for Sustainability

Port Townsend, WA



History of  …

Students for Sustainability

Students for Sustainability is a dedicated group 

of  Port Townsend High School students 

who are taking action to mitigate climate change at their school, 

in their community, their state, and at a national level.



Cafeteria Waste Program

• Waste Audit showed much of  school’s waste from disposable 

trays and utensils

• Worked with cafeteria staff  to form a sustainable cafeteria 

program (reusable trays, utensils)

• Cost analysis (price of  materials, time to wash trays, etc.)

• Savings determined to be $4,600 per year; $7,630 if  garbage 

reduction savings is added



Beginning Projects

PTHS Recycling Program:

• Research - why the bins 

weren’t getting emptied

• met with custodians and 

teachers to work out a plan

• monitored and analyzed 

garbage and recycling 

dumpster levels and pick-up 

schedules

• created a system to reduce 

pick-ups, and hire recycling 

staff  with the savings!



Paperless Bulletins

• Deliver daily bulletins to classrooms 

•  Worked to reduce paper consumption

•  Online access

• Broadcast on TVs in school

• Hardcopy upon request



March 27 – April 7, 2014

Students for Sustainability 

traveled to Washington, DC 

to lobby for their future

”Climate change is the issue of our generation.  

We urge our leaders to act NOW 

because our future matters!”

Working to change the planet…



“How I spent my spring break …”



March 13th, 2014

Students for Sustainability received the  

President’s Environmental 

Youth Award 

… for their work on sustainability

issues both at their school 

and in their community

for EPA Region 10  



SFS in the News!



Senior Project by Hannah Welch





Recycling bins for the downtown area

- SFS asked the City to consider 

getting recycling bins for the 

downtown area

- Waste Connections was asked by 

the City to include recycling bin 

costs in their new contract

- The City asked for our input

- The City of Port Townsend 

purchased them and are currently

implementing a trial run as we speak!

- SFS chose a design that was 

environmentally conscious,    

economical and attractive.



Reducing the largest amount of  

waste at the high school



SFS Plate Drive



Graduation Gowns

- Previous gowns made in China from non-recycled 

materials

- We chose the Green Weaver:

• made from 100% recycled bottles

• more affordable

• made in the USA



• SFS served as Crew Leaders for the Northwest Watershed Institute 

annual Plant-a-Thon on Saturday, February 1, 2014 

• We joined over 100 4th-12th grade students and parents to

plant over 2,500 trees in 2014!

Walking our talk – sustainable practices



Creating Change through Action

40

In 2015, 

the Northwest Watershed 

Institute,

student groups, and SFS 

planted 3,500 trees

in the Tarboo Valley Watershed!



500 native trees planted as of today on a 

Jefferson Land Trust conservation easement. 

Students for Sustainability has been awarded sole stewardship 

of this unique property!

Tree planting as a carbon offset 



First … thank you for listening!

Second … Questions?  Ideas?









Local 20/20 Citizens for Local Food



Local 20/20 Citizens for Local Food



Beyond Waste



Local 20/20 Energy Action Group(EAG)

 The EAG explores practical answers to help Jefferson County conserve 
energy, save money, enhance our energy self-reliance and strengthen our 
community. We are active in many energy projects including energy 
conservation, ultra low energy buildings, conventional and renewable 
energy production, electric vehicles, and new Green Energy Technologies.

 Our Mission:

• Educate community on energy policy, technology and trends 

• Rethink how we power our community today

• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Jefferson County by:

• conserving energy in commercial, Industrial, and residential applications

• transitioning to electric and other non-carbon fueled vehicles

• investing in local renewable energy production

 If you would like more information or are interested to join our group

 Contact Tom Engel at EAG@l2020.org

mailto:EAG@l2020.org


Energy Lunch Program

Monthly Energy-Related Programs Featuring:

• National/International Speakers

• Carbon-Free Ammonia as Green Fuel

• Wildpoldsried Village, Bavaria: Energy Self-
Sufficiency

• March17, Program: "Profitable Harvesting of 
Biomass from Aquatic Dead Zones."

• Video archive of Energy Presentations

• http://porttownsendmedia.com//energy/

• Sponsored by Local Businesses and Individuals



L2020 RESILIENCY OF HEART - Art For Earth action group 





 A collaborative effort among member governments, educational & 

community organizations to advance economic, environmental & quality of 

life initiatives on the North Olympic Peninsula

 Includes Jefferson and Clallam Counties, and the cities of Port Townsend, 

Sequim and Port Angeles, as well as the tribes, Ports, PUDs, etc.

 Led the Preparing for Climate Change in the North Olympic Peninsula grant-

funded project



Purpose & Objectives:

 To develop, support and carry out regional plans for economic and community development;

 To support the efforts of other organizations and agencies to enhance quality of life in the 

region;

 To provide networking opportunities to collaborate on and advance regional projects;

 To leverage the coordination and cooperation of members in projects which enhance the 

economy and environment of the North Olympic Peninsula.



How you can get involved:

 Interested in applying for community-wide grants related to climate change, local 

food, renewable energy? NOPRCD may be the right organization to partner with.

 Contact Kate Dean for more information, info@noprcd.org, or see  www.noprcd.org

mailto:info@noprcd.org
http://www.noprcd.org/
























Peace and Social Concerns Working Group/

Port Townsend Friends Meeting


