
Communicating About 
Climate Change





• The best answer is that B, E, F and H are related to 
climate

• Weather and climate are used interchangeably in 
common language.

• Scientists define climate as the prevailing weather 
conditions in an area over an extended period of 
time (decades to millions of years).

• The IPCC uses a minimum of 30 years to define 
climate.

• A popular saying is ‘Climate is what you expect.  
Weather is what you get.’



• Weather is the short term (e.g. hour-to-hour, day-
to-day) conditions of a particular area.

• Extreme events can occur that differ from the 
typical weather patterns in an area, but those are 
considered weather events.







What do Americans Think 
About Climate Change?



6 Americas







From Web of Science peer reviewed scientific articles from 1991 to 2012; Research by JL Powell







The 5 most important things to 
know about climate change:  
 

 1) It’s real 
 2) It’s bad  
 3) It’s us  
 4) Scientists agree  
 5) There’s hope





You cannot protect the environment unless you empower people, 
you inform them, and you help them understand that these 
resources are their own, that they must protect them.    Wangari Maathai



Personal Climate Action Plan
Goal: create a personal plan for yourself related to 
climate mitigation (reducing your greenhouse gas 
footprint), and climate adaptation (preparing for 
the impacts of climate change)

• Modeled after what cities, states, countries have 
done

• Have a buddy system with another class member 
to review your progress on your plan monthly, or 
bimonthly, etc.

• Share your plan and brainstorm ideas at the last 
session on 1/17



Steps to Create Plan

1) After each class, consider if there is some aspect 
you would want to include in your personal plan. For 
example, after the section on national impacts, you 
may want to consider joining an organization working 
on climate change at a national level (350.org, 
Citizens Climate Lobby, etc.)

2) Personal Mitigation: Additionally, after calculating 
your carbon footprint for 1/17 class, develop a set of 
steps you want to take to reduce your footprint. (Ex., 
I will drive 5% less for the next 3 months. I will 
investigate putting a heat pump in my house.) 



Steps to Create Plan
• Personal Adaptation: After the January 10th class that 
describes local impacts of climate change (and also 
considering national, international impacts), consider 
where you are most vulnerable to climate change 
impacts, and what steps you could take to prepare 
(putting together emergency supply kit, learning to grow 
vegetables, etc.)


