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What do you think we should focus 

on as a planet to solve the climate 

crisis?

Take a few minutes to ponder this, 

then share your thoughts with those at your table 

or with the person next to you.



We have seen the headlines:

from around the globe …



The IPCC’s volunteer scientists build consensus with all UN governments before releasing 

these reports. There are heated scientific arguments over the data, but in this unusual sys-

tem, there must be an unanimous agreement by the scientists and their governments that 

the report accurately represents the data. This is what makes the IPCC the most authorita-

tive and respected body on climate change. 



IPCC Report #6 – Information and 
Implications

The last decade was hotter than any 
period in the last 125,000 years



If the world takes a carbon-intensive pathway (SSP5-8.5), global warming could climb to 3.3-

5.7 degrees C (5.9-10.3 degrees F) higher than pre-industrial levels by the end of the century. 

To put that in perspective, the world has not experienced global warming of more than 2.5 

degrees C (4.5 degrees F) for more than 3 million years, a period with a very different climate 

system. 



Why should we care about 
a half degree of warming?

32° 33°

Arctic Sea Ice –
lowest level in at least 1,000 years



At the end of July, 40% of the 4,000-year-old Milne Ice Shelf, located on the north-western 
edge of Ellesmere Island, calved into the sea. Canada’s last fully intact ice shelf was no more. 
The Arctic is unravelling. And it’s happening faster than anyone could have imagined just a 

few decades ago. Northern Siberia and the Canadian Arctic are now warming three times 

faster than the rest of the world. In the past decade, Arctic temperatures have increased by 

nearly 1C. If greenhouse gas emissions stay on the same trajectory, we can expect the north 

to have warmed by 4C year-round by the middle of the century. 

Limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees C by 
the end of the century is still within reach, 
but requires transformational change.

❖ Accelerate the increased share of renewables in electricity 
generation five times faster

❖ Phase out coal in electricity generation five times faster

❖ Reduce the carbon intensity of electricity generation three times 
faster

❖ Accelerate the uptake of electric vehicles 22 times faster than the 
significant rates of adoption in recent years

❖ Accelerate the increase in the share of low-carbon fuels by eight 
times faster

❖ Accelerate the increase in annual tree cover gain five times faster



100 proven solutions to 

solve the climate crisis

Next Climate on Tap on November 3rd! 



Our understanding of climate science —
including the link to extreme weather —
is stronger than ever.

Scientists can now link specific weather events to human-made climate change. This hasn’t 

always been the case. As recently as 20 years ago, we couldn’t say for certain that Hurricane 

Ida’s intensity was a result of climate change, but the record number of intense storms we 

are seeing now statistically could not occur without the effects of a dramatically changing cli-

mate. 



The new normal?

It’s us!
It is now unequivocal that human-caused emissions, 

such as from burning fossil fuels and cutting down 

trees, are responsible for recent warming.



It’s us!

The changes we are already seeing are 
unprecedented in recent history and 
will affect every region of the globe.

Southern Africa, the Mediterranean, the Amazon, the western United States and Australia 

will see increased droughts and fires, which will continue to affect livelihoods, agriculture, 

water systems and ecosystems. Changes in snow, ice and river flooding are projected to im-

pact infrastructure, transport, energy production and tourism in North America, the Arctic, 

Europe, the Andes and more. Storms will likely become more intense over most of North 

America, Europe and the Mediterranean. 



Climate change has already impacted every region on Earth. We are not only smashing record 

after record for warming and other impacts, but the world in which we live today has no re-

cent parallel. 



The bad news …
 The IPCC report shows that no region will be left 

untouched by the impacts of  climate change, with 

enormous human and economic costs that far 

outweigh the costs of  action.

The good news …
 Solving the climate crisis is cheaper than ignoring 

the problem!

Which path do we take? 

The Earth rewards good 
behavior

If we can get to net zero with our CO2 emissions (i.e. if we remove as much CO2 as we generate, through 

planting trees, sustainable agriculture, etc.), heating will cease to increase and temperatures will stabilize in a 

couple of decades. We will still be dealing with the severe weather effects we see now, but we will limit even 

worse effects. Unfortunately, some effects like sea level rise will remain irreversible for centuries. But it is 

clear — reducing emissions and increasing removal of CO2 in the short term will leave future generations 

with a better planet.  



What are is your vision of a 
livable future?
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Thank you for coming!
Questions?


